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The Battle of Warsaw in 1920 was not only a culminating moment of the Polish-
Bolshevik war but also one of the decisive events in the history of Europe and
the world. The British diplomat Lord Edgar Vincent D’Abernon, an eyewitness
to those events, claimed in his book The Eighteenth Decisive Battle of the
World that the Poles had saved the Western civilization from the fanatical
tyranny of the Soviet. Unfortunately, the European nations are not aware of
this historical fact.

 



Led by Vladimir Lenin, once they seized power in Russia, the Bolsheviks strove to export the revolution to
Europe. Their march to the West began in late 1918, when following the defeat of Germany in World War I,
the Red Army entered the lands of Ukraine, Byelorussia, and the Baltic countries after the German
occupational troops left. Poland that had just regained independence was the main stumbling block on its
way. The Polish-Bolshevik war began in January 1919.

The Communist International (Comintern) was founded in Moscow in March 1919 as a body to supervise
communist parties from 32 countries across the globe, and a political tool of the Bolshevik Russia. In the
summer of 1919, the Comintern’s Chairman Grigory Zinoviev stated:

“One can say with full confidence: In just a year from now, all of Europe will be communist. And the
struggle for communism will move to America, and perhaps to Asia and other parts of the world.”

But first the Bolsheviks had to deal with an internal enemy, the White Russians commanded by General Anton
Denikin. Thanks to this, the Poles seized in 1919 the lands that were part of the Commonwealth before the

partitions of the 18th century, namely Wilno, Minsk, and a major part of Byelorussia. To stop Denikin’s march
on Moscow, the Bolsheviks had to sign a truce on the Polish front. In the winter of 1920, they sent peace
proposals to Poland which were aimed for propaganda goals and were meant to mislead the world public.
Meanwhile, preparations for an offensive and concentrations of Red Army units in the area of Smolensk were
underway.
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The Polish Chief Commander Józef Piłsudski decided to make a preventive move. On April 21, 1920, an
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alliance was signed in Warsaw between Poland and the Ukrainian People’s Republic that also fought to
maintain independence in the face of the Bolshevik activities. The Polish-Ukrainian offensive helped recapture
Kiev, but just a month later the enemy drew reinforcements from within Russia and the allies were forced to
retreat. The main Red Army offensive began in Byelorussia on July 4, 1920. The Commander of the Western
Front Mikhail N. Tukhachevsky issued an order to his soldiers, addressing them with the words:

“Fighters of the workers’ revolution! Fix your eyes on the West. It is in the West that the fate of the world
revolution is being decided. Over the dead body of White Poland lies the way to the world fire of
revolution.”

The Polish army was unable to contain the enemy troops that outnumbered it, and was forced to retreat. As
the Polish forces continued their westward retreat, they evaded being encircled and destroyed, thus
maintaining their fighting potential. In the face of the deadly threat, the nation got immensely mobilized, the
Catholic Church also playing a big role in it. More than 100,000 volunteers responded to calls to join the army,
including 30,000 citizens of Warsaw.
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Meanwhile, the Polish government sought help abroad. British prime minister David Lloyd George, however,
offered only mediation in peace talks with the Bolsheviks, who in practice demanded the transfer of power to
the Polish communists. France behaved somewhat better as it offered substantial supplies of weapons and
munitions. Pope Benedict XV realized how grave the situation was when he noted in a letter of August 5:
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“It is not only Poland’s existence as a nation that is imperiled, but the entire Europe faces the atrocities of a
new war.”

As part of its massive propaganda efforts under the slogan “Hands off the Soviet Russia,” Moscow had
mobilized communist parties and leftist trade unions in all of Europe to act against Poland. Railway workers in
Germany and Czechoslovakia blocked trains with military supplies to Poland.  The governments of both
countries silently sympathized with the Bolsheviks. The only safe passage for the transports led through
Rumania.

For political reasons, the Red Army was advancing in two divergent directions, which ultimately was one of
the reasons why the Bolsheviks were defeated. The Western Front pushed westward on Warsaw with the aim
to break through to Germany. Meanwhile, the South-Western Front took a south-western turn to cross the
Carpathians and start a revolution in Hungary and Czechoslovakia.

The text written by the President

of  the  Institute  of  National

Remembrance  on  the  100th
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2020) alongside with articles by
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There emerged a huge gap between the troops attacking Warsaw and those advancing through Lwów towards
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the Carpathians, with only weak Bolshevik units in between. Józef Piłsudski decided to exploit it and strike
from the south on the rear of the Bolsheviks moving on Warsaw. Conducted since August 16, 1920, the Polish
offensive forced Tukhachevsky’s troops to retreat in panic. After ten days, the enemy was destroyed,
sustaining considerable losses: 25,000 dead and 66,000 taken prisoner. An armistice signed in Riga on
October 12 ended the war. Poland’s independence was saved.

The Battle of Warsaw marked the first defeat of the Soviet empire of evil, thanks to which the fate of the
world took a different course than Lenin would have wanted. Soon after the defeat near Warsaw, he admitted:

“The Polish war was the most crucial turning point not only for the politics of Soviet Russia but also for the
world politics. (…) In Europe, it was possible to seize everything. But Piłsudski and his Poles inflicted a
gigantic, unprecedented defeat to the cause of the world revolution.”
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